anaesthesia for transplantation, coronary surgery, multiple injuries, respiratory therapy, alteration in ventilation, training and staffing, electronics, record keeping, acupuncture, ethics of resuscitation and neuroanaesthesia.
Within each group a great variety of topics is discussed. It is not worthwhile to single out any particular paper for comment. The book will be of use as a record of the interests of anaesthetists in 1974. Those with an interest in the above topics would be well advised to scan parts of the book.
The production is elaborate and the cost at $110.00 is exorbitant. It is therefore beyond the reach of most anaesthetists, more of whom might have considered purchase if a simpler production had been used. The absence of benefit commensurate with cost would also rule it out for most libraries. MICHAEL ]. BooKALLIL.
Recent Advances in Anaesthesia and
Analgesia. Edited by C. Langton Hewer and R. S. Atkinson. Churchill Livingston, Edinburgh, London and New York, Penguin Books (Ringwood Vic.), 12th Edition, 1976. 230 mm X 155 mm. Pp. 268, $26.15. "Recent Advances" has a well established place in the libraries of anaesthetists. Since the first edition in 1932 it has continued to provide a regular review of topics of significance at the time. As was stated in one of the earlier editions " no attempt has been made to cover the whole range of anaesthesia and analgesia". Instead different topics have been chosen in each edition to cover aspects where there has been considerable recent advance. Also the technique of using a number of authors to contribute articles in their own special areas "and embodying their own experience and opinions ", has been used in the more recent editions.
In this edition the same pattern is used. The ten chapters cover areas where there has been a considerable advance or consolidation of knowledge in the past few years. Each chapter is a well presented, authoritative summary of current thinking in the field. At the same time the various chapters have been kept sufficiently brief to make for easy reading. The references are comprehensive and it is impressive to see references to the 1975 literature in a book published early in 1976.
While the topics covered are mostly ones of interest to the average practising anaesthetist, some of the areas included may not directly involve the majority of anaesthetists but are where principles of management are being developed which are very significant to all anaesthetists. Examples are " Anaesthesia for Transplant Surgery" and "Neurosurgical Anaesthesia and Intensive Care". "Pain Relief-" will be of major interest to only a small number, but an increasing number are becoming involved in Pain Clinics, and at the same time it is long overdue that the routine management of postoperative pain should be better handled by anaesthetists. Although the authors state in the preface that" the important problem of pollution in the operating room environment has been examined in depth", and the detailed chapter gives a very good review of the problem, one wonders if it really deserves the longest chapter in the book?
In any review one can find aspects which may appear to have been left out or inadequately discussed. Inevitably different opinions on the importance of aspects will lead to different emphasis. However all the essential points are covered and most of them well discussed in the respective chapters. It would be pointless to list the occasional apparent oversight or lack of emphasis in a book which contains so much information and is of such a manageable size.
I would strongly recommend this edition to all practising anaesthetists as well as to all trainees.
A. V. DREOSTI. , 1975, pp. 232 , 235 X 160 mm, $US18.50. This book is an accumulation of chapters of variable standard, content and format. There is no uniformity of style at all. Some of the chapters are presented in the form of a review of current literature with much experimental evidence from the authors own work (e.g. Chapter 2 on the Newborn), others attempt to condense a whole textbook into short-notes form (e.g. Chapter 12, Specific Diseases) and others are really a list of clinical states or mathematical problems (e.g. Chapter 8, Correction of Deficits). Chapter 7 on Intravenous Therapy and Chapter 14 on Intravenous Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. IV, No. 3. August, 1976 
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